[Present status and characteristics of the terminal care of dying patients in head and neck cancer].
Sixty-two head and neck cancer patients who died in 1981 and 1982 were analyzed. At the terminal stage, most of the patients could see or feel their tumors by themselves. Seventy-one percent of them were laryngectomized or tracheotomized, so they could not speak, and its was frequently difficult to know what they wanted to say or ask. These 2 facts made the clinical care of these patients difficult. More than half of the families of these patients did not want them to live longer only to be tortured by their disease.